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CLAIMS 

1 . A stirrup buckle for connecting the ends of a stirrup leather to secure 
the stirrup leather on a stinxip bar, the buckle comprising: 

5 a frame attached, in use. to the stirrup leather at one end region 

thereof; 

a tongue pivotally attached to the frame for penetrating the strap at the 
other end region thereof and thereafter to bear on the frame to retain the said 
other end; 

10 and wherein the frame is shaped to form a recess which at least 

partially receives the stirup bar, in use. 

2. A stin-up buckle according to claim 1, wherein the frame is curved to 
define the recess. 

15 

3. A stiraip buckle according to claim 2, wherein the frame defines a 
concavity when viewed transverse to the length of the strap and in the plain of 
the strap. 

20 4. A stirrup buckle according to claim 2 or 3, wherein the frame is 
generally rectangular in fonm, comprising side arms extending generally 
parallel to the strap, and connecting cross bars, at least the side anms being 
curved to define the recess. 

25 5. A stirrup buckle according to any preceding claim, wherein the frame 
includes a pivot bar, the tongue having an eye through which the pivot bar 
extends to fbmi the pivotal attachment, the tongue being sufficiently long to 
position the pivot bar clear of the stinup bar. during use. 

30 6. A sti^^Ip buckle according to claim 5. wherein the pivot bar is formed to 
define a pivot axis which is offset in the direction of the recess, relative to the 
centre line of the frame. 



SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



wo 2004/094297 PCT/GB2004/001658 

9 

7. A stirrup buckle according to claim 6, wherein the pivot axis is offset 
sufficiently that substantially no part of the eye can project beyond the frame, 
in the direction away from the recess. 

5 8. A stirrup buckle for connecting the ends of a stirrup leather to secure 
the stinup leather on a stirrup bar, the buckle comprising: 

a frame attached, in use, to the stinxip leather at one end region 
thereof; 

a tongue pivotally attached to the frame for penetrating the strap at the 
1 0 other end region thereof and thereafter to bear on the frame to retain the said 
other end; 

and wherein the tongue is sufficiently long that the position of the 
pivotal attachment of the tongue is clear of the stirrup bar, during use. 

15 9. A stin-up buckle according to claim 8. wherein the frame is shaped to 
fomi a recess which at least partially receives the stin\jp bar, in use. 

10. A stin^up buckle according to claim 9, wherein the frame includes a 
pivot bar. the tongue having an eye through which the pivot bar extends to 

20 fomi the pivotal attachment. 

11. A stimjp buckle according to claim 10, wherein the pivot bar is formed 
to define a pivot axis which is offset in the direction of the recess, relative to 
the centre line of the frame. 

25 

12. A stirrup buckle according to claim 11, wherein the pivot axis is offset 
sufficiently that substantially no part of the eye can project beyond the frame, 
in the direction away from the recess. 

30 13. A stimip buckle according to any of claims 9 to 12, wherein the frame 
is curved to define the recess. 
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14. A Stirrup buckle according to claim 13, wherein the frame defines a 
concavity when viewed transverse to the length of the strap and in the plain of 
the strap. 

5 15. A stinxip buckle according to any of claims 9 to 14, wherein the frame 
is generally rectangular in form, comprising side arms extending generally 
parallel to the strap, and connecting cross bars, at least the side arms being 
curved to define the recess. 

10 16. A stinnp leather which includes a stiraip buckle in accordance with any 
of claims 1 to 15. 

17. A saddle an^angement, the saddle having at least one stirrup bar, and 
the arrangement including at least one stimip leather as defined in the 

1 5 previous paragraph, for securing to the stirrup bar. 

18. A stin'up buckle substantially as described above, with reference to the 
accompanying drawings. 

20 19. A stirrup leather substantially as described above, with reference to the 
accompanying drawings. 

20. A saddle arrangement substantially as described above, with reference 
to the accompanying drawings. 

25 

21. Any novel subject matter or combination including novel subject matter 
disclosed herein, whether or not within the scope of or relating to the same 
invention as any of the preceding claims. 
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